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INhat and So INhat from t he editor 
JESUS CHRIST IS GOOD NEWS 
J esus Christ is good news! But is he? News, I 
mean. To most of the western world, including 
us, he is really rather old hat. People have lived 
with him at Christmas since their earliest 
memories. The world has heard his story again 
and again. Some have accepted it, some have 
not. But by and large, he is really no longer 
news. 
Perhaps one of the reasons he is no longer 
news to the world is because he is no longer 
news in the church. There are several reasons 
for this. We have studied the gospels, we have 
exegeted the Bible, we have listened to several 
sermons a week and we have labored under the 
false assumption that the primary message of 
the Christian faith can be reduced to a few 
simple formulae with total comprehension and 
understanding. There is no longer any room for 
surprise left in our faith. Jesus Christ has 
become a system of doctrinal thought 
somewhat removed from the reality of living. 
We have replaced a person with a program, a 
movement with an institution, and, therefore, 
our God with an idol. The symbol of the 
Christian church has become a tower of Babel 
as it looks for stability, security and safety, 
rather than the pillar of fire that moves us into 
an unknown future with confidence and 
courage. Like the Gaderenes of Mark 5, we cry 
to Jesus, "Do not disturb us." Do not disturb 
our complacency. Do not disturb our 
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self-righteousness. Do not disturb our comfort 
and our wealth. Do not dis tu rb our prejudicies. 
Do not disturb our thinking. We make every 
effort to remove the radical Christ from ou r 
present existence, by assigning him a place in 
the ancient past or the far distant future. We're 
more comfortable with him in print than in 
practice. One day when the living God is lost 
from the sight line of faith in our lives we will 
recognize that it is because we have looked for 
him too high up, too far away and too long ago. 
For Jesus Christ to be news he must be now. 
Like the church at Laodecea, the church in 
America may think he is present when all the 
while he is on the outside trying to break in. I 
am convinced if he did break into our lives with 
his radical message, as he once broke into the 
world with his transforming presence, then that 
would be news. But we have the most 
incredible tendency to domesticate him, to 
tame him, to transfigure him into someone that 
will fit comfortably into our culture and will 
not disturb us. 
The newsworthiness of Jesus in the gospel is 
expressed in a word used to describe the 
reaction of people to his presence- amazement! 
The reaction in the church today is not 
amazement but mild amusement. We want 
entertainment more than involvement, comfort 
. more than commitment, and security more 
than sacrifice. It is not surprising then th at 
(16 3) 3 
when the world looks at the body of Christ, the 
church, its reaction is not one of amazement 
but one of incredulity. 
I beg you, therefore, to read again the 
accounts of the life of Jesus in the gospels. 
Read it with a new sense of openness and 
expectency. Be prepared to be surprised and 
even shocked as you compare his life and the 
life of the early community of believers with 
the life, goals and emphases of the church 
today. Can we hear again the news of the 
incarnation-the fact that it is a story not so 
much about the deity of Jesus but about the 
humanity of God. It is the story about how the 
God of man lives among men as the man of 
God. The good news of the gospel is not about 
a distant despot who must be appeased but 
about a loyal lover who can be received. In this 
new age Jesus brought not a rule book but a 
romance. And his romance was with the 
outcast, the diseased, the down-trodden, the 
powerless and the sinner. 
As you read, ask yourself the question, "Why 
did the noblest monotheistic tradition the 
world has ever known conspire with the power 
of law and order represented by the Roman 
state to snuff out the most caring and loving 
life ever lived out under these common skies of 
God's good earth?" And then ask yourself what 
the dramatic good news was that turned a 
broken, disappointed and despairing body of 
believers into a mighty revolutionary force that 
turned the world upside down without any of 
the means we deem so necessary to "church 
work." How was it that the news was told from 
the porticoes of the Jerusalem temple to the 
Appian Way of Rome in thirty short years. Why 
is it that wherever Paul went he started a riot 
and wherever we go we are offered cups of tea? 
Why is it that we take such pride that the 
gospel is known and quoted in the White House 
by those who have become bedfellows of 
earthly power to bless a sickening nationalism 
when the only way tpe gospel was known in 
Caesar's household was through the suffering of 
one in chains in a Roman prison? Why is it that 
even in our mission work-when we go out in 
the name of the one who identified himself 
with the lowly and who was the son of the one 
who suffered with his people in the huts and 
novels of Egyptian bondage and Babylonian 
captivity-why is it that we identify With the 
mighty rather than the humble, the powerful 
rather than the powerless and the rich rather 
than the poor? When I was preaching in London 
I was even told by one of our leading 
spokesman for Christianity and the American 
way of life that you can't build strong churches 
with poor people! It may well be that you can't 
build powerful institutions from the 
disinherited of the land, but what, pray tell, 
does that have to do with the good news of 
Jesus Christ? 
If we will stop making idols of our 
institutions by serving them (whether religious 
or secular), gods of our theologies by deifying 
them, golden calves of our movements by 
enshrining them, and popes of our leaders, 
preachers and editors by genuflecting before 
them, then maybe we can recover the gospel 
afresh, be surprised and challenged by it, hear 
its good news and begin to dance -to the music 
of God's joyous symphony while shouting with 
Mary, "My soul magnifies the Lord." 
This issue of MISSION is devoted to our 
confession that Jesus Christ is good news. I 
hope that it will help you to recover the 
concept of news and move you to a fresh 
appreciation of why, in fact, it is good. If along 
the way our writers point out idols which usurp 
the place of the gospel in our lives, if they cut 
through the traditions of centuries which have 
obscured the vision of Jesus, and if they open 
up the meaning of the gospel in our day when it 
is so misunderstood and misapplied, then our 
purpose will be well served. May this Christmas 
season bring you not a comfortable caricature 
of Jesus, but a new vision of his power, 
presence and promises for you that you might 
recognize that if you will have him at all you 
will have him before all. Grace and peace. 
VLH 
Not to celebrate Christmas would be to concede that bombs and terrorism are stronger than 
peace and brotherhood. To toast the integrity of the human community in a time of hatred is 
an act of faith. 
HARVEY COX 
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The author of the divine surprise. 
THE GOD 
OF THE GOOD NEWS 
JIM REYNOLDS 
In the beginning was the gospel. A 
generation before Mark's gospel 
appeared, and at least fifteen years 
before Paul wrote his first letter, the 
apostles were proclaiming their gospel, 
their message of salvation. Kerysso, the 
Greek verb from which kerygma comes 
means, "I proclaim;" it describes the 
work of a herald. And kerygma, usually 
translated "preaching" signifies not so 
much the action of the herald as what he 
proclaims-his message or 
announcement. It is a synonym for 
"gospel." 
A reporter's summary -of an early 
Christian sermon would have read 
something like this: 
The prophecies ~re fulfilled, and the 
New Age has dawned. 
The Messiah, born of David's seed, has 
appeared. 
He is Jesus of Nazareth, God's 
Servant, who 
Went about doing good and healing 
by God's power, 
1 See Acts 2 : 14-4 2 ; 13 : 13-41. 
Was crucified according to God's 
purpose, 
Was raised from the dead on the 
third day, 
Is now exalted to God's right hand, 
And will come again in glory for 
judgment. 
Therefore let all repent and believe 
and be baptized 
for the forgiveness of sins and the gift 
of the Holy Spirit. 1 
The pattern of the gospel runs right 
through the New Testament giving to it, 
amid all its diversity, a deep essential 
unity. Whatever the literary form may 
be-gospel, history, epistle, 
apocalypse-and whoever the 
writer-Paul, John, Luke, the writer to 
the Hebrews-the gospel can be traced in 
the work. Mark's gospel is expanded 
kerygma, as the kerygma controls the 
structure of the other three gospels; its 
notes ring out clearly in the preaching of 
the first apostles; it throbs through the 
epistles of Paul and Peter and John; and 
JIM REYNOLDS is an Instructor in the Biblical Studies Center at the University of Texas at 
Austin. He is completing his Ph.D. dissertation in ethics at the Graduate Theological Union in 
Berkley. 
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it can be heard in the theology of 
Hebrews no less than in the apocalyptic 
drama of Revelation. 2 
Today's church no doubt needs to 
discover again and again the centrality of 
the good news of Jesus for its faith and 
life. Only that discovery can liberate us 
from our ventures down deadend 
streets. Ignorance of the unity of the 
gospel breeds sectarianism; ignorance of 
the nowness of the gospel breeds 
destructive guilt and weakly motivated 
Beyond the garbage heap 
is the suffering, 
and cajoling Yahweh. 
lives; ignorance of the God of the good 
news produces a "Jesus-Jesus" religiosity 
accompanied by irresponsible attitudes 
toward life on God's good earth. 
But to give perspective to my personal 
confession of Jesus Christ as good news 
it is important to look for a moment at 
Old Testament times before suggesting 
the significance of the good news for 
today. 
God's good news . .. 
For me the good news is God's good 
news. 3 He is the author of this divine 
surprise. His imagination, aggressive 
initiative and patient, suffering presence 
bring us through the Old Testament. 
The first creation was characterized by 
celebration, by God's vigorous 
exclamation, "It is good!"4 But Genesis 
3-11 tells us that the wonder and 
innocence of God's good earth is spoiled 
by rebels dissatisfied with their 
creatureliness, by idolators who gasp 
with worshiping awe at the sight of 
their own mirrored image-by little men 
whose confusion corrupts power and is 
corrupted by it. 
But Yahweh, creator and liberator 
speaks to Abram of promise and hope, a 
message of good news: "Through your 
seed I will bless all families of the 
earth. " 5 The trail from Abram to Moses 
to David and to Malachi is full of 
struggle and perplexity. It seems at times 
to grind out so unconvincingly, so very 
tragically. Amazingly enough, it recounts 
the dishonesty of Abraham, the violence 
of Moses, Saul's brutal insanity, the lust 
of David and on and on.6 But beyond 
the garbage heap is the suffering and 
cajoling Yahweh, the "I will cause to 
happen what happens" of the burning 
bush. 7 Beyond all the cynicism, despair 
and decay of any particular period of 
history, he pulses with visions of 
forgiveness, deliverance and new life. 
Because Jesus is God's good news for 
us he is news in a very important sense. 
Jesus cannot be disassociated from the 
will of the creator and liberator of 
Genesis, Exodus, and Job. He is 
proclaimed as Savior, as Lord, as the 
Christ who fulfills the promises of God 
to his chosen people. Thus the good 
news of Jesus is not a fadish advertising 
gimmick, a persuasive suggestion that we 
smile more and cry less. It is 
2 The writer acknowledges at this point his dependence on A. M. Hunter's book Introducing 
New Testament Theology, pp. 65-66. 
3 Romans 1:2, 3 :21-25; 5:6-11 ; Ephesians 1: 3-10; 1 Corinthians 1 :9; 1 Corinthians 15:1-19. 
4 Genesis 1:13, 18, 26, 31. 
5 Genesis 12:3. 
6 G. Ernest Wright, The Old Testament Against Its Environment, pp. 48-49. 
7 Exodus 3:14. 
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characterized by depth, by the deep 
waters of God's involvement with us. 
The God of the incarnation is intractably 
bound up with our destiny. From 
beginning to end it is his own choosing. 
The proclamation of the good news of 
Jesus is the heralding of the way things 
are and will be, always. The roots of the 
gospel are buried deeply with the history 
of man as rebel . and God as faithful 
presence. 
But for many of us the victory of the 
good news is seldom experienced though 
confessed with mouth and mind. Some 
of us once worshipped the Father God 
and his man-made Consort-Success. We 
discovered only the father to be real, 
were sorely disappointed and at some 
point became dreadfully aware that we 
too were not the Savior of the body. We 
have not recovered from the day we 
discovered how personally limited, 
prejudiced and misinformed we were. 
For many of us not only lived an 
institutional pretense but a personal 
pretense of infallibility as well. 
for broken cisterns . .. 
But addressed to our wounded egos, to 
all the broken cisterns that no longer 
hold water, God's good news comes 
again to us. It comes to us unattached 
now, no seductive Consort, no goddess 
whispering in our ear thoughts of 
financial success or ecclesiastical 
prominence. It comes again with its raw 
scandal of a criminal savior. The 
judgment and mercy of God produces a 
redemptive mingling of love, joy and 
hope with our sadness and 
disillusionment. The victorious power of 
deliverance is convincingly present; 
deliverance from self-pity, from guilt 
produced by false gods, and from 
personal self-hatred and death wishes. 
8 Matthew 25 :31-46. 
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The implications of the gospel become 
more apparent. He opens the gate! He 
lets the people in! All the people I 
understood to be my enemies because of 
the gospel, I now discover to be 
strangely related to me because of the 
gospel. All of the implications of the 
gospel must now be lived out in my life. 
For I find that whenever I ignore the 
implications of God's good news his 
name is hated by those who hear the 
confession of my mouth, but do not see 
any embodiment of that confession in 
their world. 
Jesus' sense of continuity between the 
creation of Genesis and God's new 
creation of John 3: 1-5 was too 
imaginative for the Judaism of his day. 
At the time of Jesus the institutions of 
Judaism took part neither in the tasks of 
Genesis 1 and 2 nor the mission of John 
3: 1-5. Instead they were enmeshed in 
the perennial task of most institutional 
religion-the preservation of the existing 
It is characterized by depth, 
by the deep waters 
of God's involvement with us. 
culture. Jesus' earthy sense of his 
heavenly mission makes me more aware 
of the implications of the good news for 
God's good earth. 8 
Finally, a word about the good news 
and my personal freedom. The gospel 
comes to me with dramatic vitality 
because I understand it to be the decisive 
act of history's greatest drama. From the 
wilderness wanderings to the night 
before Jesus' death on the cross the final 
(167) 7 
punctuation of the gospel hangs in 
doubt. No man can scientifically 
measure the role of human freedom in 
the drama of salvation history, but the 
Bible leaves no doubt as to the decisive 
character of man's reponse to God. But 
today the inhuman secular as well as 
theological determinisms tend to divest 
our lives of importance. Depending upon 
our orientation, we either speak 
fatalistically of our tyrannical complexes 
or glibly of the fact that "God will work 
it out!" But why should men take up the 
cross and follow Jesus if the historical 
activity of man counts for nothing? The 
costly call of Jesus summons us not only 
to be, but to act, to count for something 
in history. 9 
Jesus Christ is good news because he 
gives us a sense of vocation, of mission in 
history. To thank God for this task does 
not mean we confine God to what he is 
9 Luke 10 :25-3 7. 
(168) 8 
able to do through us. Neither does it 
necessitate an uncritical identification of 
ourselves with God's loyal men. But it 
does suggest that God fills our lives with 
indeterminate as well as historically 
important possibilities. Awareness of the 
nature and importance of our Christian 
freedom should cause us to pray as did 
Jesus-out of a sense of awe and joy at 
the possibilities and responsibilities of 
freedom. 
Because Jesus is God's good news for 
me I will never exhaust the depths of the 
gospel confession. I joyfully celebrate 
the fact that Jesus is more a mystery to 
be lived than an argument to be made or 
a problem to be solved. Thus with a little 
more humility, wonder, joy and pain 
than was mine yesterday, I confess the 
daily surprise of my broken life, Jesus 
Christ is God's good news! 
IH 
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GOOD NEWS? 
WHAT'S GOOD ABOUT IT? 
DON HAYMES 
In the Nuremburg war-crime trials a witness appeared who 
had lived for a time in a grave in a jewish graveyard, in Wilna, 
Poland. It was the only place he-and many others-could 
live, when in hiding after they had escaped the gas chamber. 
During this time he wrote poetry, and one of the poems was 
a description of a birth. In a grave nearby a young woman 
gave birth to a boy. The eighty year old gravedigger, wrapped 
in a linen shroud, assisted. When the newborn child uttered 
his first cry, the old man prayed, "Great God, hast thou 
finally sent the Messiah to us? For who else than the Messiah 
himself can be born in a grave?" But after three days the poet 
saw the child sucking his mother's tears because she had no 
milk for him. 
So begins a great sermon of the late 
Paul Tillich, "Born in the Grave." In the 
quarter century since it came to light, 
this parable has not lost its horror, or its 
power. It is a story beyond the 
capability of human imagination, and, as 
Tillich rightly says, it demonstrates to us 
how much the great symbols of our 
Christian faith have depreciated because 
they have been "too often repeated and 
too superficially used"-and, I may add, 
too often misappropriated and 
remodeled to pander to the 
presuppositions of a race, a culture, or a 
political system. "Christians" today 
cannot escape the judgment of this 
story: it was "Christians" who, in the 
name of that very Messiah sought by the 
old gravedigger, hounded and tortured 
the Jews of Europe for centuries, setting 
the stage for the Hitler holocaust; it is 
"Christians" today who continue to turn 
DON HAYMES is a consultant in urban affairs living in Dover, New Jersey. 
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the "good news'' into bad news by 
identifying the suffering, healing, 
liberating, compassionate Messiah, ] esus 
of Nazareth, with race, social status, 
politics, "successful" business, church 
programs, church buildings, and 
presidential prayer breakfasts to bless 
the falling bombs. 
Yes, we too; we cannot escape the 
indictment. We have our own Warsaw 
ghetto; we call it Brownsville or 
Roxbury or North Nashville or 
Harlem-or maybe just "niggertown." 
When its inhabitants revolted, and we 
could no longer lynch or murder or 
merely humiliate them at our pleasure, 
we discovered "gooks" -and if they 
wouldn't listen to reason and submit to 
the nice Christian totalitarian dictator 
we found for them, why then, by God, 
we'd just bomb the hell out of them. 
Yes, we too have our Auschwitz; we call 
it Southeast Asia. 
what have we forgotten? . .. 
How much we have fotgotten! We have 
forgotten ] esus Christ of Nazareth, born 
in Bethlehem of Judea-born not in a 
cute little molded plastic and 
papier-mache creche with audio-
animatronic plastic Disneyland 
animals gathered around to adore him, 
but in a stinking stable with flies and 
filth and noise. We have forgotten that 
he was, to all outward appearances, a 
bastard. We have forgotten how the news 
of his appearing frightened .the 
principalities, powers, princes, and 
authorities; how the ruler of the 
province in which he was born 
slaughtered every male infant less than 
two years old in an effort to exterminate 
him. We have forgotten his mother's 
song of praise: 
My soul magnifies the Lord, 
and my spirit rejoices in God my 
Savior, 
(170) 10 
for he has regarded the low estate 
of his handmaiden. 
For behold, henceforth all generations 
will call me blessed; 
for he who is mighty has done great 
things for me, 
and holy is his name. 
And his mercy is on those who fear 
him 
from generation to generation. 
He has shown strength with his arm, 
he has scattered the proud in the 
imagination of their hearts, 
he has put down the mighty from 
their thrones, 
and exalted those of low degree; 
he has filled the hungry with good 
things 
and the rich he has sent empty away. 
He has helped his servant Israel, 
in remembrance of his mercy, 
as he spoke to our fathers, 
to Abraham and to his posterity 
forever. 
(Luke 1:46-55) 
The church has rejected the Song of 
Mary to seek, instead, the Circean hymns 
of power. From the time of Constantine, 
the good news of ] esus Christ has been 
chained in the cathedrals of the church, 
in thrall to the castles of the state, 
enslaved to wealth, power, and, above 
all, authority. This is one of the great 
tragedies of Christian history: after 
Constantine, Popes could aspire to be 
Kings; after Luther, Kings could aspire 
to be Popes. Today, we are told, 
"Christian and American ideals go hand 
in hand"-and which is the "upper 
hand" is never in doubt. 
false gods ... 
And yet, for those who can hear and see, 
the good news remains, and it is still 
good. When the false gods of race, 
nationalism and culture are ground to 
dust in the inevitable collisions and 
DECEMBER, 1973 
confusions of history, Jesus of Nazareth 
stands alone astride the broken 
battlements, and this is the promise and 
the substance of his victory. It is not a 
victory to be achieved with bombs and 
napalm, tanks and machine guns, rockets 
and helicopters, gold and silver. It is the 
victory of the empty grave in which was 
born the hope and glory for which 
humanity was designed. Jesus does not 
sit at the right hand of the Caesar who 
would destroy us; his ally is the God 
who created us. 
power of God to save humankind. It is 
the victory of Jesus which is "good 
news"-victory over the demons of 
tyranny and disease, no matter what 
form they take or what disguise they 
may choose; and, most of all, victory 
over death itself, because in Jesus Christ 
the life of God and the life of man 
become one life. There is no other. 
This is why Mark can begin his 
collection of stories about Jesus by 
calling it "the gospel" ( euaggelian, "good 
news") . This is the "good news" of 
which Paul was not ashamed (Romans 
1: 16), the "good news" which is the 
And yet it is somehow beyond the 
nature of humankind, that frail and 
tenuous bonding of flesh and spirit, to 
choose life, unless we know with 
certainty that there is no other choice to 
make. Can it be that we must each look 
down into the grave of our own making, 
and see the Messiah born there? Can it 
be that there is hope only for the 
hopeless? Ill 
MISSION 
A Strange and Funny Man 
That Jesus was a strange and funny man; 
a wandering vagrant in a Jewish land. 
He showed a godly life to Adam's kin; 
but, it's good that churchmen have changed him. 
If Christ had had his way, we'd have to change 
our lives complete and be odd and slightly strange. 
We'd have to love our neighbors, friends and brother, 
hippies, communists, and worst of all, each other. 
We couldn't cheat our dear old Uncle Sam. 
I'd have to stand before you as I am. 
I simply couldn't be that dumb sort of Joe. 
Why, I'd never have anything. That Jesus had to go. 
So, we laid him in a wooden box with doors, 
and padded pews, and carpet on the floors. 
We thrust a crimson hymnal under his nose 
so he could nod-napping to our poetry and prose. 
We bent his head to mouth our standard prayers 
while bored men yawned 
and little kids popped gum and stared. 
And then we propped him on a cross behind 
our preacher, smiling, friendly, good and kind. 
He tells us church is good-the place to seek. 
You know, it's not hard to be a Christian once a week. 
JOHN COLLINS 
(171)11 
No longer slaves, but sons. 
The Good News of Sonship 
BOB DOUGLAS 
Good news! How the world longs for 
such. How marvelously consistently and 
with what limitless variation Jesus 
affords such. The myriad provisions and 
promises of the New Testament set forth 
the wonderful treasure Christ affords. 
One of the most exciting "good news" 
biblical passages is Romans 8. It centers, 
in part, in the glory of Christian sonship. 
Sonship, properly understood, 
ought to have a very practical impact in 
our lives. A realization that we are sons 
of God ought to be the means of 
creating a whole new spiritual 
atmosphere in our hearts, for a 
realization of our sonship ought to 
create within us a whole new attitude 
toward God. 
In Romans 8:15, 16, Paul discusses 
this. He says, "For you did not receive 
the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, 
but you received the spirit of sonship. 
When we cry, 'Abba, Father' it is the 
spirit himself bearing witness with our 
spirit that we are children of God." 
no longer slaves ... 
In this context Paul sets before our eyes 
a contrast that he returns to again and 
again. It is the contrast between what we 
formerly were-slaves-and what we 
currently are-sons. He indicates that 
each of these relationships has its 
appropriate emotional atmosphere-that 
of a slave is fear, and that of a son is 
confidence and grateful joy leading one 
to cry, "Abba, Father." 
Notice first the negative-we did not 
receive "the spirit of slavery." Such 
simply is not the atmosphere that 
surrounds the life of one who 
understands that he is a child of God. 
The expression "the spirit of slavery" 
refers to a certain mentality. It looks 
back to the old state of slavish anxiety 
which fills the hearts of those who feel 
themselves under law. And it is still an 
attitude that characterizes many 
Christians. Unfortunately, even today 
many conceive of Christianity as nothing 
more than law. The individual who 
places his trust in a works salvation is 
going to have to toil and labor as a slave 
at the beckon call of a tyrant master. 
"The spirit of slavery"-the term 
recounts a time in our lives characterized 
by a certain bleak monotony-a 
bleakness borne of the concept of a God 
who is seen as a judge and solely as a 
judge. In addition, he is viewed as a 
judge who had been defied. Naturally 
the person who has this attitude toward 
God, and consequently lives in this kind 
BOB DOUGLAS is a m:nister for the College Church of Christ in Abilene, Texas. 
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of an emotional climate is going to 
shrink from the presence of God. At 
best, there will be no warmth, no joy, no 
confidence, no sense of the real 
fatherhood of God. 
The slave lives in constant awareness 
of impending judgment. The slave knows 
full well that inadequate obedience 
inevitably brings condemnation, and any 
man who is really in tune .with himself 
knows that his obedience is inadequate, 
i.e., imperfect. Thus the only motive 
that can govern the slave in doing 
whatever he does is craven fear, a fear 
that daily intensifies. Every time the 
slave acts he knows he acts imperfectly; 
by the very fact that he acts, he increases 
the spirit of apprehension in his own 
heart as he contemplates the judgment 
to come. 
Paul said the sp1nt that is to 
characterize the son is not such a spirit. 
The spirit which the Christian possesses 
is not the spirit of slavery, but it is the 
spirit of sonship. How we need to be 
aware of this grand and glorious truth. 
It's not the function of God's Holy 
Spirit to drag believers back into 
bondage and fear. It is his function to fill 
our hearts with filial attitudes; that is, 
with attitudes that typify a son-love, 
trust, joy and peace. Anything in the 
Christian's life that fosters or reinforces 
a sense of apprehension, a spirit of fear, 
a feeling of bondage is not the work of 
God's spirit. In fact, it is not from God. 
It is rather the result of our own lack of 
understanding or due to our own 
unbelief. The Christian who lapses into 
an attitude of servile fear confesses by 
that very fact that he has failed to 
comprehend the grandeur of the 
deliverance which the gospel provides. 
moving beyond fear ... 
Christians have not received the spirit of 
slavery that leads to fear, but they have 
received the spirit of sonship that issues 
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in a cry, "Abba, Father." One evidence 
of sonship is to be found in a new 
attitude toward God. This attitude is 
characterized by a sense of intimacy. 
Sonship is a many sided affair, and yet 
the heart of the matter can be stated 
very simply. When a man realizes that he 
is a son of God, when he understands the 
intimate kind of fellowship into which 
God has drawn him, then there issues 
from his heart a very simple cry-a cry 
that epitomizes, that summarizes all of 
the grand and glorious realizations that 
have come to him. The cry is, "Abba, 
Father." 
Those words declare what the child 
has discovered God to be. Whatever else 
God is, to the Christian he is supremely a 
loving father. This discovery is not a 
discovery made purely on the rational 
level. It is not something that one merely 
reasons out. This is not to say that it is 
irrational. But it comes to be known at 
the level of experience, as man with the 
whole of his being (thus with more than 
his mind), responds to God, allowing 
God free reign in his life through the 
person of his Holy Spirit. 
Mountain climbing is an exhilarating 
experience. As one scrambles higher and 
higher up a slope the view back becomes 
more and more expanded. The air 
becomes rarer. And one's spirit is lifted 
yet higher. In Romans 8, Paul has the 
reader climbing mountains. He has 
carried man from the idea of slavery to 
the concept of freedom. He has lifted 
the Christian from freedom to life. He 
has moved from life to sonship. And 
now he scrambles to even greater 
heights, in the words, "Abba, Father." 
Martin Luther said of this expression, 
"It is but a little word. And yet not 
withstanding that, it comprehends all 
things. The mouth does not speak this 
way, but the affection of the heart 
speaks after this manner. Although I am 
oppressed with anguish and terror on 
every side, yet I am your child and you 
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are my father. Wherefore this little word, 
father, conceived effectually in the 
heart, passes all of the eloquence of 
Demosthenes, Cicero, and all of the most 
eloquent speakers that the world has 
ever known." 
"Abba, Father." It occurs only two 
other times in the New Testament-Mark 
14: 3 6; Galatians 4:6. Abba is an 
Aramaic word. It is an expression that 
came to be used among the Jews as the 
familiar term by which a child addressed 
his father. According to Mark 14:36, 
Jesus used this very expression as he 
addressed God in the garden, "Abba, 
Father, all things are possible to thee; 
remove this cup from me." 
drawing near to God . .. 
The real significance of the word is 
that it is not the customary word the 
Jews used in addressing God. And yet it 
was the term of Jesus' choice bespeaking 
a sense of confidence, of love, of 
intimacy, of tenderness, that we may 
have been unwilling to admit can exist 
between a man and his God. What Paul is 
saying is that the Holy Spirit in our lives, 
infuses our hearts with the same spiritual 
and emotional atmosphere that 
characterized the relationship between 
Jesus and the father. We can speak to the 
father as he spoke to him, draw near to 
the father as he drew near, know the 
father as he knew him. 
When the President enters a public 
gathering, makes an address, or comes 
before the press for a news conference, 
he is announced as "the President of the 
United States," and inevitably people 
rise. This is appropriate. And as reporters 
address their questions to the President, 
they do not say, "Mr. Nixon," they say, 
"Mr. President." Yet we can properly 
suppose that his children call him 
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"daddy." For to them the dignity of the 
office, and all that it represents-all of its 
power and all of the atmosphere of 
history that is about it- do not 
overshadow the fact of what he is to 
them- "father." 
The same ought to be true of the 
Christian and God. He is Lord of Lords, 
King of Kings, the Almighty, the 
Creator, the Savior. But to the Christian 
he is "father." 
I am not advocating that people 
address God as "daddy" in public 
prayers. The language used is not the 
thing that is most important. The 
important thing is the attitude. For one 
to stand and say, " Our Father who art in 
Heaven," can be as pretentious as for 
someone to stand and say, " Daddy." 
Paul is speaking of something deeper and 
richer. He is talking about the whole new 
atmosphere of the heart that grows out 
of a new attitude toward God. 
Tragically, many seem to have never 
breathed this atmosphere. Many seem 
for all of their addresses to the father to 
have never realized that the father is a 
father. Many evidence in their lives a 
spirit of fear and bondage-they are 
more slaves than sons. 
John Wesley in describing his journey 
to a greater knowledge of God says that 
a crisis came and passed in his life when 
in his own words, "He exchanged the 
faith of a servant for the faith of a son." 
Faith in both cases, but faith of two 
different kinds. That's what God wants 
us to have- the faith of a son. 
Why is it that so many of God's 
people seem oblivious to the glory of 
their calling as sons? It is not a matter 
reserved for a few. It is not something 
that God gives only to the privileged. It 
is part of the glory inherent in the fact 
that we are Christians and that the spirit 
of the son dwells . in us, letting us 
approach the father even as the son 
approached him. This is good news! 10 
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Listening to Tillich and Schleiermacher. 
THE GOOD NEWS OF FREEDOM 
"Where the spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom." 
W. ROYCE CLARK 
For nearly two thousand . years, 
Christians have been challenged to 
explain and defend their faith in Jesus as 
the Messiah or Christ. Less than two 
hundred years ago, Christian scholars 
began to realize some of the negative 
implications of historical method for 
Christology. Within the past century, the 
general contingency of even historical 
judgments has become apparent. These 
particular challenges, of course, were not 
realized either in apostolic days or the 
eighteen centuries following. Since we 
can no longer, however, deny the 
multitude of problems involved m 
current research on Jesus and the 
historical foundations and development 
of Christology, and now that even the 
very act of reflecting upon divergent 
historical reports is understood as itself 
contingent, the question of the meaning 
and certainty of Christ is intensified. 
The following imaginary discussion, 
however, between two very germinal 
Christian thinkers of the nineteenth and 
twentieth centuries, points out new 
possibilities for the future development 
of Christo logy. Both Friedrich 
Schleiermacher and Paul Tillich 1 explore 
the meaning of "Jesus the Christ," 
1 Friedrich Schleiermacher (1768-1834) and Paul Tillich (1886-1965). See Schleiermac~er's 
Siimmtliche Werke (Berlin : G. Reimer, 1834-1864), 31 vols., presently being republished by Walter 
de Gruyter & Co. of Berlin. For Tillich, see his Gesammelte Werke (Stuttgart: Evangelisches 
Verlagswerk, 1959-), 13 vols. Most, though not all of the content in the above article can be found 
in English, that is, in Schleiermacher's Th e Christian Faith, H. R. Macintosh (ed.), (Edinburgh: T. 
& T. Clark, 1928); and Tillich's Systematic Theology (University of Chicago Press, 3 vols., resp. 
1951, 1957, 1963). There are literally thousands of secondary works on both theologians, many of 
which the above interpretation is based on, although this imaginary discussion attempts to leave 
unresolved the problems inherent within the systems of each man rather than artificially attempt a 
resolution which was in fact not given by either. The significance of their theological contributions 
is obvious even with these unresolved or unclear points. 
W. ROYCE CLARK is an assistant professor of religion at Pepperdine University at Malibu, 
California. His Ph.D. from the University of Iowa is in contemporary religious thought. 
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struggling explicitly with one or both of 
the above problems. The insight they 
hold in common is that God, as one's 
ultimate concern, must remain truly 
ultimate or infinite. This means that 
nothing IS wholly identifiable with 
God-no state, no ecclesiastical 
institution, no doctrine or teaching, no 
sacred scriptures, and no event or person 
in history. Christ's significance for 
Schleiermacher and Tillich is seen in the 
selfcritical power manifest in him, that 
he even sacrificed his existence to point 
man to that which is truly ultimate. The 
good news is the effect of Christ's unity 
with God upon the man of faith. Thus 
the disciple himself expenences 
redemption from this idolatrous 
identification of the finite or historically 
contingent and the Infinite. Although 
neither Schleiermacher nor Tillich 
resolved all Christological problems, this 
particular mode of understanding Jesus 
the Christ or the biblical picture of Jesus 
the Christ does offer skeletal outlines for 
new Christological models that are able 
to consider the real depth of historical 
and hermeneutical problems. 
As we step into Tillich's study, we pick 
up Schleiermacher's inquiry about 
Tillich's interest in Picasso's Guernica. 
Tillich replies: Yes, I consider this 
painting to be one of the greatest pieces 
of protestant art of all time. 
Schleiermacher: I'm not sure exactly 
how you're using the word "protestant." 
Tillich: Simply to denote the prophetic 
spirit, the ability to be self-critical, to 
protest against idolatrous forms and 
practices, including nationalism-forms 
which estrange man from himself, from 
other men and from God. 
Schleiermacher: I see. Would you suggest 
that this 
self-critical 
Christian? 
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''protestant''. 
capacity is 
spirit or 
uniquely 
Tillich: Not at all. Some of the ancient 
prophets of Israel certainly possessed the 
spirit of God in this capacity. What I 
would say, however, is that in Jesus the 
Christ is found the prophetic spirit in its 
purest or most translucent and unselfish 
form. This is why he is final revelation 
for the Christian. On the other hand, 
secondary concerns, including the future 
of the nation of Israel, were present in 
even the most critical prophet of Israel. 
But the cross of Christ symbolizes for us 
the manifestation of New Being in Jesus 
the Christ-New Being that has 
transcended all penultimate concerns, 
including the need for personal 
self-pre serv a ti on. 
Schleiermacher: Are you suggesting, 
then, that the spirit of Christ as manifest 
in this painting is available to modern 
man in order to protest injustice and 
inhumane treatment? 
Tillich: Precisely. The essential meaning 
of Christ's death is that absolutely 
nothing, including religious institutions, 
the state, or even one's own individual 
existence can be identified with our 
Ultimate Concern. When such an 
identification is made, God's spirit 
revolts or protests within certain men 
and women. I Of course the spirit 
animates our lives in the direction of 
reunion with God, but the protestant 
position is that such a reunion does not 
mean that all of our ideas, practices, or 
institutions are wholly identifiable with 
God. In fact, all such idolatry is placed 
in its proper perspective by the death of 
Jesus the Christ. That's the good news of 
the gospel! We participate in New Being 
through faith in the biblical picture of 
Jesus the Christ-New Being that 
through its refusal to identify the finite 
with the infinite, is able to escape the 
estrangement and death that often 
accompany this demonic posture. 
Wouldn't you agree that this is the 
"healing" or saving work of Christ? 
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The essential meaning of Christ's death 
is that absolutely nothing, including religious institutions, 
the state, or even one's own individual existence 
can be identified with our ultimate concern. 
In fact, all such idolatry is placed in its 
proper perspective by the death of Jesus the Christ. 
Schleiennacher: Yes, I would, though 
you have a very unique way of putting 
it. I see the most basic datum of human 
life that of one's being absolutely 
dependent upon other things-as you 
say , secondary concerns. The only 
answer is for man to find, as you have 
called it, "healing" or wholeness or 
salvation from such a basic split in his 
being. Thus a power outside him must 
redeem him from this antithesis. The 
uniqueness of the Christian message is 
that this antithesis is overcome not by 
man's own effort but once for all time 
through the Christ of Jesus of Nazareth. 
Tillich: This good news of being 
redeemed from the error of identifying 
anything finite with the infinite releases 
us from many of the more subtle 
religious methods of self-salvation. Since 
the reformation we have understood the 
Christian message that man is saved 
through Christ rather than through his 
own moral perfection. Unfortunately, 
this concept of justification has not been 
applied formerly to other areas of man's 
life. Today's Christian often admits his 
inability to live a morally perfect life, 
but. he may unconsciously indulge in 
self-salvation by thinking that his 
relationship with God depends upon the 
strength of his will power or his 
knowledge or his emotional feelings 
aroused by particular ecstatic 
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experiences. But the Christian message is 
not "salvation through doctrinal 
correctness," even if the doctrine be the 
great Pauline concept of "justification 
by grace through faith." Intellectualistic, 
voluntaristic and emotionalistic forms of 
self-salvation are very subtle and quite 
widespread, often fostered by the 
highest of motives. Nevertheless, they 
are attempts at self-salvation and 
therefore are contradictions of the good 
news of the Christian gospel. 
Schleiermacher: agree that these 
postures would certainly negate the 
Christian position that redemption or 
New Being, as you call it, comes only 
from Jesus the Christ rather than from 
oneself. With this broader understanding 
of justification or grace that you have 
given, the gospel really would be good 
news! I have always held that all the 
hassling over the various formulations of 
certain doctrines could not be equated 
with religion at all. Dependence upon 
traditional dogmas or ritual forms or 
even ethical responses is obviously a 
finite dependence, and therefore 
accentuates rather than relieves the 
already existing antithesis in a person's 
life. Even the traditional proofs of Jesus' 
divinity fall within this category of 
dependence upon the finite and 
empirical rather than upon God. 
Further, the usual proofs of his divinity 
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with the infinite. Just as the death of 
Jesus was essential to point beyond 
everything finite to God, the parallel to 
this in our experience is that even in the 
midst of our most radical doubting, we 
are being supported or empowered by 
the very ground of our being and doubt! 
Thus the unity ] esus had with God 
which is seen in the biblical records' 
story of Jesus' resurrection which 
overcame the negatives of his death , is a 
unity that we experience by faith 
through the power of New Being as 
manifest in the biblical picture of Jesus 
the Christ. Through the symbol of the 
cross, we become aware of the fact that 
even the criticism, whether of a 
historical, philosophical or scientific 
nature, does not separate us from God. 
Rather God is the power that makes it 
all possible and sustains us in those very 
moments. Through the good news about 
Christ, we recognize that though it is 
necessary that our ultimate concern be 
expressed through definite or finite 
concerns, it transcends them all. 
Schleiermacher: You're not thereby 
min~mizing the role or viability of 
historical research in religious studies? 
Tillich: Absolutely not! Historical 
research has shown us a great deal, but 
faith is not based upon these more or 
less degrees of historical probability. 
Faith is an ontological certainty. I'm 
personally thankful that Jesus is the 
Christ regardless of the present or future 
results of historical research. I'm 
thankful that Christ's spirit of protest 
against any finitization of the infinite 
can be seen in various cultural 
manifestations such as this painting of 
Picasso's. In fact, the pleasant irony of 
this spirit of protest against such an 
identification of the finite and infinite is 
that such a spirit can often be found 
outside the formal institution of the 
church as much if not more than it is 
found within the church. 10 
Reminders-Remainders 
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And on the table was left the reminders-the remainders: 
the empty bowls and licked-clean spoons of that early 
morning snack made sweeter by love and laughter, 
a little girl's forgotten doll's dress bringing smiles, 
a book of readings, shared tonite on this special 
nite, shared with friends and memories and tears; 
an empty film container-pictures shot to 
later remind us of the warmth that was here, 
and in the center, a goblet and empty plate-the 
climax of the night, the symbol of all joy, 
laughter, warmth, tears, memories and love. 
And on the table was left the reminders-the remainders. 
And in our hearts was left the real table filled to overflowing 
With the joy and beauty of times shared with God's own. 
SUZY TOWNSLEY 
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Jesus Christ, God's son, our Savior. 
The Graffiti of God's Love 
RAY CHESTER 
Jesus Christ ~as such good news to the 
early disciples that they were willing to 
risk their lives in order to celebrate and 
to practice their faith. The Roman 
Empire did not look with favor on those 
who would only say "Jesus is Lord" and 
refused to say "Caesar is Lord." So they 
tried to put the Christians out of 
business. 
symbol of good news . .. 
If we had been living around the eastern 
Mediterranean during the early days of 
the Christian era we might have noticed 
some strange looking graffiti scratched 
here and there on the sides of buildings 
or maybe on the ground that looked 
something like the outline of a fish. 
These might have been seen as mere 
doodles or perhaps thought to relate to 
the fishing trade which was big in those 
parts. But if we had been Christians this 
graffiti would have been of deep 
significance. The outline of the fish 
would have symbolized the good news. 
The head would perhaps have pointed us 
toward the place where the Christians 
held their underground meeting. You 
see, to be a Christian was dangerous in 
those days, and they needed a more 
cryptic symbol than the cross. So the 
sign of the fish was a rebus. A rebus is a 
picture of an object whose spelling 
indicates something else. The Greek 
word for fish is ichthus (I -ch-th-u-s). 
These letters can stand for Jesus Christus 
Theou Uios Soter-Jesus Christ, Son of 
God, Savior. Everytime they saw the fish 
they saw their creed. This is the faith by 
which the church has lived through two 
thousand years. This is the truth that is 
sealed to us in our baptism in the name 
of the Father, the Son and the Holy 
Spirit. This is the credo we nourish as we 
participate in the Lord's Supper. 
What do these words, Jesus Christ, 
Son ofGod, Savior, mean? Having grown 
up in Sunday School we probably think 
we know, but their very familiarity may 
have obscured their meaning. What did 
RAY CHESTER is a minister for the Brentwood Church of Christ in Austin, Texas and is 
managing editor of MISSION. 
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with the infinite. Just as the death of 
Jesus was essential to point beyond 
everything finite to God, the parallel to 
this in our experience is that even in the 
midst of our most radical doubting, we 
are being supported or empowered by 
the very ground of our being and doubt! 
Thus the unity jesus had with God 
which is seen in the biblical records' 
story of Jesus' resurrection which 
overcame the negatives of his death, is a 
unity that we experience by faith 
through the power of New Being as 
manifest in the biblical picture of Jesus 
the Christ. Through the symbol of the 
cross, we become aware of the fact that 
even the criticism, whether of a 
historical, philosophical or scientific 
nature, does not separate us from God. 
Rather God is the power that makes it 
all possible and sustains us in those very 
moments. Through the good news about 
Christ, we recognize that though it is 
necessary that our ultimate concern be 
expressed through definite or finite 
concerns, it transcends them all. 
Schleiermacher: You're not thereby 
min~izing the role or viability of 
historical research in religious studies? 
Tillich: Absolutely not! Historical 
research has shown us a great deal, but 
faith is not based upon these more or 
less degrees of historical probability. 
Faith is an ontological certainty. I'm 
personally thankful that Jesus is the 
Christ regardless of the present or future 
results of historical research. I'm 
thankful that Christ's spirit of protest 
against any finitization of the infinite 
can be seen in various cultural 
manifestations such as this painting of 
Picasso's. In fact, the pleasant irony of 
this spirit of protest against such an 
identification of the finite and infinite is 
that such a spirit can often be found 
outside the formal institution of the 
church as much if not more than it is 
found within the church. Ill 
Reminders-Remainders 
MISSION 
And on the table was left the reminders-the remainders: 
the empty bowls and licked-clean spoons of that early 
morning snack made sweeter by love and laughter, 
a little girl's forgotten doll's dress bringing smiles, 
a book of readings, shared tonite on this special 
nite, shared with friends and memories and tears; 
an empty film container-pictures shot to 
later remind us of the warmth that was here, 
and in the center, a goblet and empty plate-the 
climax of the night, the symbol of all joy, 
laughter, warmth, tears, memories and love. 
And on the table was left the reminders-the remainders. 
And in our hearts was left the real table filled to overflowing 
With the joy and beauty of times shared with God's own. 
SUZY. TOWNSLEY 
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these words and the symbol of the fish 
mean to those early disciples? There is 
no question that they had a tremendous 
impact on them. In fact the common 
man in the first century who heard the 
proclamation of the gospel was as moved 
by what he saw as what he heard. He saw 
men and women just like himself who 
were profoundly changed-who seemed 
to have discovered the secret of living. 
They experienced a peace, a joy and a 
realism that they had not encountered 
elsewhere. Here were people who seemed 
to have put it all together. They faced 
the same problems and cares as other 
folk but they appeared to have a 
gyroscope that helped them get through 
rough . waters with an even keel. There 
seemed to be two qualities in which their 
lives abounded. The first quality was 
that of brotherly love-they cared about 
one another. Those who observed from 
the outside exclaimed, "See how these 
Christians love one another." Here were 
people who not only talked about the 
equality of all men in the sight of God 
but who lived like they really believed it. 
They had found something that made 
the usual barriers of race, status and sex 
irrelevant. "In Christ there is no east nor 
west," north nor south. They still had 
their differences in function but they 
were all important to the functioning of 
the body. 
The second quality that was readily 
apparent was joy. Jesus had said he 
would leave his joy with them. How 
explain it? They were not numerous so 
they didn't find their joy in numbers. 
They were not wealthy or powerful. In 
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The question that confronts us is, 
what produced this love and joy? 
These qualities are everywhere pursued 
but not always found. 
many ways they faced more problems 
and hard times than most, yet there was 
this deep down peace that expressed 
itself in a joy that was irrepressible. 
Look at Paul He had been scorned, 
beaten and left for dead, shipwrecked, 
put in prison, yet there was a continual 
expression of joy. He wrote the church 
at Philippi from a prison cell but the 
keynote is joy. He was "knocked down 
but never knocked out." He was always 
exclaiming, "Thanks be to God who 
giveth us the victory;" "In all things we 
are more than conquerors;" "Thanks be 
to God for his unspeakable gift." He 
could talk of ''joy unspeakable and full 
of glory." The hymns of the church were 
sung not so much out of custom as to 
express the joy that overflowed their 
hearts. 
three intolerable burdens . .. 
The question that confronts us is, what 
produced this love and joy? These 
qualities are everywhere pursued but not 
always found. Where are they found? 
The New Testament explanation is that 
three intolerable burdens had been 
suddenly lifted from their shoulders. The 
first is the burden of fear, including the 
fear of death. Carl J ung one time said he 
had yet to meet a patient over forty 
whose problems did not have their root 
in his fear of approaching death. Many 
students of our age have suggested that 
the mushroom cloud that has hovered 
over our time is back of many 
perplexities our society has experienced 
(181) 21 
in the last two decades. But the early 
Christians were not intimidated by lions 
or flames; they shouted their defiance of 
death. "Grave, where is thy victory? 
Death, where is thy sting?" 
The second burden from which they 
were released was guilt. There have been 
those who assume that guilt is a 
vanishing phenomenon. But students of 
human nature see modern man carrying 
around an enormous burden of guilt. Dr. 
Thomas Harris in his best selling book, 
I'm OK, You're OK, suggests that no one 
comes out of childhood without the 
oppressive feeling-I'm not OK. It is 
hardly possible for one to live without 
some kind of judgment about what is 
good and what is bad. All have a sense of 
what might have been. Everyone has the 
sense that he has missed what life ought 
to aim at and to hit. There is thus a 
deep-seated sense of failure-not only 
that we have failed others but we have 
even failed ourselves. We may succeed in 
hiding from this stark fact while the sun 
The human curse is to love 
and sometimes to love well, 
but never well enough. 
is up but in the middle of the night it 
gnaws away and not even sleeping pills 
can completely hide it from us. 
Unrelieved guilt can be devastating to 
bodily health as well as to mental health. 
It can stifle creativity and bring life to a 
standstill. Paul had felt its 
force-"wretched man that I am, who 
will deliver me from this body of 
death?" 
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A third release these Christians had 
experienced was from the cramping 
confines of self-centeredness. Not that 
they were any more egocentric than the 
next person but there was the realization 
that their love was radically tinctured 
with failure. They knew, aiong with 
Robert Penn Warren, that "the human 
curse is to love and sometimes to love 
well, but never well enough." But now 
this barrier was broken. Paul could say, 
"I am crucified with Christ; it is no 
longer I who live, but Christ who lives in 
me." 
Now we can easily understand how 
release from guilt, fear and self could 
give one a new birth in to life. The one 
who can deal adequately with the past so 
that it no longer haunts, and with the 
future so that it holds no terrors for us, 
and can break the boundaries of 
self-centeredness that inhibit our loving 
relationships with others, would rightly 
be called savior. 
The question is pushed back to how 
they credited all this to Jesus. How was 
it that he could have attributed to him 
this lease which issues in new life? 
powerful love ... 
The message they proclaimed to which 
they attributed their transformation was 
that Jesus died for their sins and was 
raised from the dead ( 1 Corinthians 
15: 1-4; Acts 2; 10: 39). When reduced to 
its essentials it is a message of God's 
powerful love. They had seen incarnate 
goodness die-and no doubt it seemed to 
them as it seems to most today who see 
the innocent suffer-either God doesn't 
care or he doesn't count. 
It seemed to them, as it still seems to 
many, that indifferent power has the last 
word. But then the third day came and 
with it the resurrection and the 
confluence of goodness and power. Oh, 
they wouldn't have talked about it in 
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those terms but that was the central 
meaning. If the cross had been the end 
of it, it would have been beautifully 
tragic-a courageous man dying for his 
convictions-but insignificant. The 
resurrection reversed that state of affairs 
and symbolically proclaims that his love 
is powerful- it is victorious over 
everything, even death itself. 
It was this message of powerful love 
that was good news and that had 
transforming power. Indeed, only love 
can effect such a transformation. It has 
been discovered in our lifetime that 
locked within the atom is the energy of 
the sun itself. For this energy to be 
released the atom must be bombarded 
from without. In some such way there is 
a wealth of love and joy which can be 
released from the heart of man as a 
result of an outward bombardment-a 
bombardment of love. We can see how it 
works in the rearing of a child. There is 
no way one can beat goodness into a 
child. No amount of threat or repetition 
of do's and don'ts will produce the 
desired results. Only by surrounding the 
child by love-not a permissive love, but 
genuine love that disciplines-can the 
parents see the end they desire. We have 
seen it in a young lady who may be 
pretty enough, but when she discovers 
that she is loved she becomes radiant. 
To really feel loved, not in the 
abstract but specifically and personally, 
by the one who united in himself all 
power and perfection, our fear, guilt and 
self-centeredness would be melted away. 
That is precisely what the early 
Christians did feel. They were convinced 
that Jesus was God and they felt his love 
personally and specifically. The belief 
that Jesus died for them and was raised 
for their benefit gave them a new view of 
themselves. Those who had no respect 
from others can now respect themselves 
as one for whom Christ died. Those who 
did not matter to others now realize that 
they matter to God. This love enabled 
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them to open their lives to the spirit of 
God and they transcended themselves. 
If we could believe that at every 
moment both present and future it 
is eternally certain that nothing has 
happened or can happen tl1at can 
separate us from God's love except our 
own choice, that would be a cause for 
joy and peace. Then all of the horrors of 
hum an existence...,.-atomic bombs, 
ecological disaster, runaway inflation, 
etcetera, etcetera-are put into a proper 
perspective. We are not creatures of 
blind chance with the prospect of being 
cast into an eternal oblivion tomorrow. 
We are children of God and our destiny 
is with ·him. 
That is what God, our father, is saying 
to us in Jesus Christ. And that, my 
friends, is good news!* Ill 
* The au thor acknowledges his debt to Huston 
Smith, Th e R eligions of Man, for the basic 
thrust of this article. 
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THE GOOD NEWS 
OF GOD FOR MAN 
J. HAROLD THOMAS 
Jesus is the good news that God is. 
"The heavens declare the glory of God 
(Psalm 19: 1). The invisible things of God 
are to be deduced from the things that 
he made (Romans 1: 20). There were 
good reasons for faith in God's existence 
before Jesus of Nazareth-the 
cosmological, ontological, teleological 
reasons. But the historical Jesus added a 
climactic argument. The resurrected 
Jesus said to Thomas, "Put your finger 
here, and see my hands; and put your 
hand here and place it in my side ... '' 
And Thomas said, "My Lord and my 
God!" (John 20: 27-28). That physical 
reality of the risen Jesus, combined with 
what Thomas had felt and seen and 
heard before as a disciple, was for him 
the climactic proof of the reality of the 
divine. 
"You believe in God; believe also in 
1 Robert Browning, "A Death in a Desert." 
The message of the God who 
communicates with men through jesus 
is, "I love you. I love every man. I love 
unconditionally. I love immeasurably." 
me," Jesus said to his disciples. But, in 
fact, "Believe in me, believe also in 
God," has been the call of Christ to 
many through the centuries. 
The reality of God and his nature, his 
power, his purity, his love received 
concretion for human hearts and eyes in 
Jesus of Nazareth-in his life, his death 
and his resurrection. 
"I say, the acknowledgement of God in 
Christ 
Accepted by the reason, solves -for 
thee 
All questions in the earth and out of 
. "1 It. 
Jesus is the good news that God 
communicates with men. The 0 ld 
Testament taught that man was made in 
God's image. Its stories describe God 
walking in the garden in the presence of 
man. It recounts many instances of 
J. HAROLD THOMAS is a minister for the Westchester Church of Christ m Los Angeles, 
California. 
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God's speaking to men and through men. 
But Jesus is more than this. In Jesus, 
God is one with man. He is Immanuel. 
The communion is ideal. 
The mystery of godliness is disclosed 
in Jesus. Man is finite but he is affinite 
with God who is infinite. The 
incarnation shows that, and the Jesus 
who walked and talked with . men 
demonstrated that mankind, in spite of 
its fallenness, can receive God's 
self-revelation. God has spoken to us 
through his son (Hebrews 1 :2). 
And by the same manifestation of 
himself among men in his son God has 
shown how we may readily and boldly 
communicate with him. The gulf 
between God and man is passable. Jesus 
is the way (John 14:6). Communication 
is possible. 
Lord, I believe! Man is no little thing, 
That like a bird in spring, comes 
fluttering to the light of life, 
And out into the darkness of long 
death. 
The breath of God is in him, 
And his agelong strife 
With evil has a meaning and an end. 
Through twilight dim 
His vision be 
Yet he can see 
Thy truth. 
And in the cool of evening thou, his 
friend 
Dost walk 
With him and talk 
(Did not the word take flesh?) 
Of the great destiny 
That waits him, and his race 
In days that are to be. 
By grace 
He can achieve great things, 
And, on the wings 
Of strong desire, 
Mount upward ever, higher and 
higher, 
Until above the clouds of earth he 
stands, 
2 G. A. Studdert-Kennedy. 
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And stares God in the face. 
Amen and so be it. 2 
love for man ... 
Jesus is the good news of God's love for 
men. It is the words of Jesus as they are 
recorded which say, ''God so loved the 
world that he gave his only son ... " 
(John 3: 16). "God shows his love for us 
in that while we were yet sinners Christ 
died for us,'' so Paul wrote (Romans 
5: 8). And again, "But God, who is rich 
in mercy, out of the great love with 
which he loved us, even when we were 
dead through trespasses, made us alive 
together with Christ" '(Ephesians 2:5). 
Jesus gave flesh and blood dimensions to 
God's love. In his living and his dying his 
love of all mankind is shining-love for 
little children, love for a mourning 
widow, love for women of ill-repute, 
'love for lepers, love for the lame, love 
for demoniacs, love for publicans, love 
for Pharisees, love for a food-hungry 
multitude, love for a bloodthirsty mob, 
love for a traitor, love for a thief, love 
for everyone. And his own explanation 
of what he did was this: "The son can do 
nothing of his own accord, but only 
what he sees the father doing; for 
whatever he does, that the son does 
likewise" (John 5: 19) 
The message of the God who 
communicates with men through Jesus 
is, "I love you. I love every man. I love 
unconditionally. I love immeasurably." 
Jesus is the good news of God's love 
expressing itself in the forgiveness of 
sinners. To a paralyzed man Jesus said, 
"Your sins are forgiven." Bystanders 
thought, "Blasphemy." He read their 
thoughts and said, "Which is easier to 
say to the paralytic? 'Your sins are 
forgiven' or 'Rise, take up your pallet 
and walk?' And that you may know that 
the son of man has authority on earth to 
(185) 25 
forgive sins"-he said to the paralytic-"! 
say to you, rise, take up your pallet and 
.go home" (Luke 5: 17-26). 
The death of Jesus is the good news of 
atonement for sin. Because Jesus became 
sin for men they may accept his perfect 
righteousness (2 Corinthians 5:21). He 
was permitted to bear our sins on the 
cross so that God could be forgiving and 
also see justice rendered (Romans 
3:25-26). 
But Jesus' forgiveness and the 
atonement were for much more than just 
wiping clean the slate on which our sins 
are written. It is a regeneration, a new 
creation, a translation into another 
realm. It is forgiveness with a postscript: 
go and sin no more. 
life for man ... 
Jesus is the good news of the defeat of 
death. The resurrection of Jesus from 
the dead is, for people who love God and 
righteousness, the event of the most 
momentous promise. It is an assurance 
of immortality. "For since we believe 
that Jesus died and rose again, even so, 
through Jesus, God will bring with him 
those who have fallen asleep" (1 
Thessalonians 4: 14). We lose loved ones 
but we sorrow not as those who have no 
hope. We expect resurrection, reunion, 
recognition. In death the Christian is 
more than conqueror through him who 
loves us. The gates of death may close 
upon us but they shall not prevail. Jesus 
is the resurrection and the life! And he is 
in us and we are in him. 
Jesus is the good news of "good will 
among men in whom God is well 
pleased." He disdained the barriers that 
divided men. He lived and worked in 
Palestine among the Jews. But he talked 
freely with a woman of Samaria, hailed 
the faith of a Roman centurion, 
responded to the request of Greeks to 
see him, prophesied that many from the 
(186) 26 
east and the west, not "children of the 
kingdom," would be received (Luke 
13 :20). "Other sheep," he said, "I have, 
which are not of this fold. Them also I 
must bring in, that there may be one 
fold and one shepherd" (John 10: 16). 
And his commission to his disciples after 
his resurrection was "Go, make disciples 
of all nations" (Matthew 28: 18). The 
result of this was a body of Christ, a 
fellowship of believers, a brotherhood in 
which all racial and social bars have been 
torn down. The ideal has never been 
realized, but in the approaches men have 
made to it they have found increasing 
joy. This, with his living presence, is the 
answer to the loneliness of men who 
have been estranged from God and from 
each other. 
Jesus is the good news of the maximal 
human potential. It was not just that 
God entered the ·human frame, but that 
a flesh and blood man who faced every 
human temptation lived the sinless life. 
Not that he simply did no wrong, but 
that he filled his days maximally with 
good deeds. And he gave his disciples the 
highest ideals as goals. "Be perfect, as 
your heavenly father is perfect," he said 
(Matthew 5 : 48). He called for a 
righteousness that exceeded the legal 
demands of the law or the legalistic 
righteousness of the Scribes and 
Pharisees. He called for purity of motive 
as well as purity of act. And one of his 
disciples accepted the challenge. "I can 
do all things through Christ who 
strengthens me," says Paul (Philippians 
4: 13). Paul had heard that good news. 
No follower of Jesus has realized the 
perfection which he demonstrated in his 
life. But his example, his teaching, his 
promises and his empowering, living 
presence in their lives have transformed 
countless men and women. They have 
been changed from glory to glory. Of 
that in case after case we have all been 
witnesses. Ill 
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Futile effort? . .. 
Everett Ferguson's "The Validity of the Resto-
ration Principle" [August, 197 3] is a plea for a 
noble principle when used in the biblical sense, 
but when applied to the Restoration Movement 
of the nineteenth century it is a sad reminder of 
a futile effort. 
The purpose of God in Christ is the restora-· 
tion of man to fellowship with him in whose 
image man must be restored. This is God's great 
purpose in history. It was for this reason that · 
God sent his son into the world to serve as the 
drawing power, the cleansing power, and the 
transforming power to recreate man in God's 
image. As the apostle Paul says, "God was in 
Christ reconciling the world unto himself." 
This, I believe, is the biblical meaning of 
restoration. 
I do not know that it is the purpose of God 
for man in the twentieth century to attempt a 
restoration of the New Testament church. And 
who is able to devise that composite church 
from all the churches of the New Testament, 
each of which had a certain individuality? And 
does the unity of which the apostles speak 
depend on the devices of men of the nine-
teenth, twentieth or any other century? And 
what did the Campbell-Stone movement accom-
plish? Was it really that unique in inventing the 
idea of restoration? 
As Professor Ferguson points out in his 
provocative article, the Campbells did not 
invent the idea of restoration. Far more signifi-
cant than its uniqueness in restoration was its 
inherent sectarian divisiveness. The grand design 
of the Campbell-Stone movement to break 
down the walls of sectarianism and bring all 
believers in Jesus Christ into one undenomina-
tional fellowship fell far short of that glorious 
goal. Rather than leading to greater unity, the 
movement resulted in creating more divisions 
and, a century and a half later, more than a 
score of "minor" splits in just one of the major 
divisions. Instead of achieving the unity of 
believers the clear, undeniable result has been 
the proliferation of sectarianism. 
Where is the virtue and what is the validity in 
MISSION 
rev1vmg a movement which failed miserably? 
How can one hope to resolve the issues, the 
questions and the problems of Christians in the 
last third of the twentieth century by digging 
into the writings of men who never dreamed of 
the current issues? The only timeless person 
who speaks across the ages of history in 
constant currency is Jesus Christ. 
Finally, in my experience, many latter day 
restorationists who profess to stand on the 
Campbell-Stone tradition are not for real. They 
have so abused, compromised and violated the 
touchstones of that movement that they have 
reduced them to the level of myth. 
PAUL D. PHILLIPS 
Nashville, Tennessee 
Two issues ... 
I do not normally write letters to the editor, 
being a rather apathetic soul. Neither do I 
write, as I suppose many first-time letter-to-the-
editor writers do, out of righteous indignation, 
calling you to repentance. My fingers do not 
even tremble with fury on the keyboard. I write 
simply because of your pll for involvement in 
examining the Church of Christ today. 
If I have understood you correctly, you have, 
from earliest writings in MISSION, called for a 
re-examination of the currently held concept of 
Restoration. With that I am in basic agreement. 
To do that adequately it seems to me (and I am 
not theologically trained so I speak with the 
voice of an amateur) that such an examination 
must take place in a larger context consisting of 
two elements. 
One of these elements is our view of scrip-
ture. Restorationism (as we currently define it) 
seems intimately tied to and dependent upon a 
blueprint view of scripture. For MISSION to 
re-examine restorationism without a corre-
sponding examination of our scriptural presup-
positions would seem an inadequate venture. 
The second of the elements is a deeper 
understanding of the human matrix out of 
which we ha\re developed. The Church of Christ 
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must take seriously its own historical and 
cultural heritage. If we do not, we deny our 
own "humanness" as well as a God who has 
acted in history . We should acknowledge the 
truth of "Campbellite." This examination must 
take a corresponding present-focus. So it would 
seem important that as MISSION examines 
restorationism it looks at the culture out of 
which it has developed as well as the functions 
it performs today. 
I much enjoy MISSION. It is a continued 
source of challenge, encouragement and com-
fort. I hope it shall continue to be as it is. 
HERBERT A. MARLOWE, JR. 
Newberry, Florida 
Rabbinic hermeneutics ... 
William H. Davis ' article, "Is the Restoration 
Movement on the Wrong Track?" [September, 
1973] is an insightful beginning in the re-
examination of the Restoration Principle. He is 
surely correct in taking seriously the nature of 
the writings included in the New Testament-
that is that these writings do not present 
themselves in the form and style of a blueprint 
or pattern. 
However, his references to the law of Moses 
(p . 69) and the book of Deuteronomy (p. 70) 
leave something to be desired. The book of 
Genesis has long been considered part of the 
" law of Moses," but in what sense is it a 
blueprint? It is narrative, and so is much of the 
book of Deuteronomy. How does one take a 
historical narrative (whether Genesis, Joshua or 
the Book of Acts) and turn it into a blueprint 
or pattern? 
Davis points to "the question of 'how exam-
ples teach,' that is , which examples must be 
considered to be a part of the binding New 
·Testament pattern. " But this question applies 
equally to the Old Testament precisely because 
so much of both are in narrative form. 
In some respects the Jewish community has 
been more reflective on the question of how to 
use (interpret and apply) their scriptures than 
the Christian community. We might learn some-
thing, for example, by a study of Rabbinic 
hermeneutics. 
ROY BOWEN WARD 
Oxford, Ohio 
Mrss iON Forum is devoted to comments from 
those whose insights on various matters differ. 
Letters submitted for publication must bear the 
full name and address of the writer. Letters 
under 300 words will be given preference. All 
letters are subject to condensation. Address your 
letters to The Editor, MrssiON, Suite 624, Twin 
Towers South, 8585 N. Stemmons Expressway, 
Dallas, Texas 75247. 
